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December 17, 2014

Mr. Shen Pen Li/Chairman JiA 1 BEE

Kaohsiung Association of Travel Agents BT RITE 2 EEAE

Dear Chairman,

In view of the recent Travel Advisory on Southeastern of Sabah issued by Ministry
Foreign Affairs of Taiwan, we would like to explain the recent situation and the
measures that Malaysia official have taken since the kidnapping incidents that
occurred at the isolated resort islands of Pom Pom.

Government of Malaysia established ESSCOM (Eastern Sabah Security Command)
to oversee the entire East Coast of Sabah, from Kudat up to Semporna. Since July
this year, a night curfew had been implemented and currently is in effect from
7pm - 5am. The curfew contains the island and coast line from shore to three
nautical miles until the international border including the seas surrounding the
resort islands in the ESSZONE areas. This means that no unauthorized movement
is allowed during those hours within the vicinity.

The Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Home Affairs deployed and increased
security forces and maritime assets to the East Coast Sabah, on the islands, at
-dive site as well as the fish farms.

In the past 4 months, domestic/local and international tourists continue to visit
the pristine dive island-destinations, including the world-renowned Sipadan.
International naturalists from UK, Europe, North Americas, Australia and Japan
continue to visit and stay at the Parks, Nature and Wildlife Sanctuaries to view the

orang utans, proboscis monkeys, pygmy elephants, turtles and more.
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The Towns and Districts of Sandakan, Kinabatangan, Lahad Datu, Kunak and
Tawau (bearing the same names) do not have night curfew. Safety and security
are similar as any towns and districts anywhere in Asia with offices, banks, shops
and businesses open; and nightlife entertainment are as usual.

For Taiwanese travellers, we are well aware that their favourite destinations are
mainly on the west side of Sabah island, such as Kota Kinabalu, Mt. Kinabalu
which are 580 KM away from Semporna, 8.5 hours of driving (please refer to the
attached map). Another destination is located in the mid of Sabah called
Sandakan, more than 400 KM away from Semporna and off-island of Pom Pom.

We observe that Kota Kinabalu remains as the most popular destination in Sabah
since they can experience Island & Beaches, Nature and Adventure, Wildlife,
Foods, Culture and Lifestyle. Officials of Sabah would like to ensure safe lodging
and destination as usual. The southeastern coast is still under tight surveillance
and none of incidents re-occurred. That is the reason why rest of South-East Asian
countries have not issued travel alert on Sabah.

Malaysia Tourism Promotion Board will continue keeping everyone informed on
all the travel related information or caution if necessary, to ensure the best travel
satisfaction and safety. If you have any further inquiry, please do not hesitate to
contact us. Kindly refer to our office main line for any information you may
require. Malaysia Tourism Promotion Board, Taipei office -- (02)2514-9704.

Best regards,

Director, Malpysia Tourism Promotion Board



